locality guide for Jefferson County, Pennsylvania, tailored to support your genealogical research:

Historical Background

e County Formation: Jefferson County was formed in 1804 from parts of Lycoming County and
officially organized in 1830.

¢ Naming: Named for President Thomas Jefferson.

e Early Settlement: Settled in the early 1800s, largely by Scots-Irish, German, and English settlers.
Logging and coal were major industries.

¢ Significant Events: Growth tied to the railroad (mid-1800s); boom-and-bust cycles due to lumber
and coal industries.

e County Seat: Brookville.
Historical Background
e Parent Counties Summary:
o Jefferson County was created on March 26, 1804 from part of Lycoming County.

o It remained attached to Westmoreland County for judicial purposes until 1806, and
then to Indiana County until 1830, when it was fully organized for self-government.

o Over time, townships and boroughs were carved out within the county, but Jefferson’s
county boundaries have remained stable since its formation.

e Early History:

o Prior to European settlement, the area was home to Native American peoples, notably
the Lenape (Delaware) and Shawnee.

o The region was originally dense forestland and part of the larger frontier of
northwestern Pennsylvania.

o Early settlers began arriving in the late 1790s and early 1800s, primarily from eastern
Pennsylvania and New York, many of Scots-Irish and German descent.

o The region remained sparsely populated until the 1810s—1830s, when improved roads
and the promise of land drew more settlers.

o Brookville, the county seat, was established in 1830 and became a central hub for the
county’s legal and civic affairs.

o The timber industry dominated the 19th century economy, followed by coal mining and
railroads, which brought both prosperity and waves of immigration, particularly from
Ireland, Italy, and Eastern Europe.
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o Jefferson County played a modest but steady role in Civil War troop contributions and
industrial growth in the Gilded Age.

Historical Background
Parent Counties Summary
e Formed: March 26, 1804, from Lycoming County.
¢ Judicial Attachments: Until it was fully organized in 1830, Jefferson County was attached to:
o Westmoreland County (1804-1806)
o Indiana County (1806—1830)
e County Seat: Brookville (established as the county seat in 1830 and remains so today).
e Boundary Stability: No significant boundary changes since its formation.
County Facts
e Named for: President Thomas Jefferson.
e Geographic Position: Located in west-central Pennsylvania, bordered by:
o Elk, Clearfield, Clarion, Forest, Indiana, and Armstrong Counties.
e Courthouse:
o Address: 200 Main Street, Brookville, PA 15825
o lJefferson County Website
Early History
¢ Indigenous Inhabitants: Originally inhabited by Lenape (Delaware) and Shawnee peoples.

e European Settlement: Began in the late 1790s, increasing in the 1820s—1830s. Settlers were
largely of Scots-Irish, German, and English descent, many migrating from eastern Pennsylvania
and New York.

e Land Use: The county was heavily forested. Lumbering became the dominant early industry,
followed by coal mining and later railroad expansion.

e Brookville, the county seat, grew into an important civic and economic center by the mid-19th
century.

e  Civil War Era: Jefferson County supplied soldiers for the Union effort, with many residents
serving in Pennsylvania regiments.

¢ Industrial Boom: The late 1800s and early 1900s brought economic growth tied to coal,
railroads, and manufacturing, which attracted immigrants from Ireland, Italy, and Eastern
Europe.

Historical Population Growth
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Year Population

1810 161
1820 561
1830 2,025
1850 13,518
1900 59,113
1950 49,147
2010 45,200

(Source: U.S. Federal Census and Wikipedia)

General Resources
County Government & Courthouse

o Jefferson County Courthouse
200 Main Street, Brookville, PA 15825
Phone: 814-849-1600
Website: Jefferson County Government

¢ Key Offices for Genealogy:

o Register of Wills & Orphans' Court (Probate, Births/Deaths 1893—1906, Marriages from
1885)
Phone: 814-849-1610

o Recorder of Deeds (Land records from 1828)
Phone: 814-849-1644

o Prothonotary/Clerk of Courts (Court and Divorce Records)
Phone: 814-849-1606

Online Portals

¢ FamilySearch - Jefferson County Records
Cataloged digitized collections, including probate, land, church, and vital records.

o Jefferson County USGenWeb Project
Volunteer-maintained site offering transcriptions, cemetery lists, biographies, and more.

e PA GenWeb Archives — Jefferson County
Historic documents, newspaper clippings, census records, and court abstracts.
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e Pennsylvania State Archives
Land warrants, military rosters, tax lists, and early government records.

e Pennsylvania Newspaper Archive
Digitized newspapers including The Brookville American and others.

Libraries & Research Centers

¢ Jefferson County Historical Society and History Center
172 Main St, Brookville, PA 15825
Email: jchc@windstream.net | Phone: 814-849-0077
Offers manuscripts, family files, photographs, church and cemetery records.

e  Punxsutawney Memorial Library
Genealogy room, local history books, newspaper archives.

e Brookville FamilySearch Center
Access to microfilmed records, online premium genealogical databases.

State & National Resources

¢ Pennsylvania Vital Records — Dept. of Health
Official birth and death certificates (1906—present).

¢ Ancestry.com — Pennsylvania Collections (Subscription)
Census, military, marriage, death, and city directory records.

e Historical Society of Pennsylvania
Deep holdings on Pennsylvania families, ethnic groups, and migrations.

Centennial & Local History
County Histories

e History of Jefferson County, Pennsylvania (1888) by Kate M. Scott
Classic county history featuring detailed township sketches, early settlers, Civil War rosters, and
institutional developments.

o Read on FamilySearch
o Read on Internet Archive

e Jefferson County, Pennsylvania: Her Pioneers and People, 1800-1915 by William James
McKnight
A two-volume biographical and historical resource with detailed family profiles and industrial
growth narratives.

o Volume 1 - FamilySearch

o Volume 2 — FamilySearch
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o HathiTrust Edition

Centennial & Community Commemorative Publications

e Punxsutawney Centennial (1918)
Celebrated with parades, church dedications, and civic retrospectives—many local families
named in programs and newspaper coverage.

e Brookville Sesquicentennial (1830-1980)
Features historic photographs, family vignettes, civic organizations, school histories, and reunion
listings.

o Township and Borough Celebrations
Many townships produced commemorative booklets or programs for 100th or 150th
anniversaries. These often include:

o Founding family lists and early settler names

o Church histories and membership rosters

o School class photos and alumni lists

o Business directories and sponsor ads

o Maps and photo galleries from the late 19th to mid-20th centuries

e  Church Anniversary Booklets
Many local congregations (e.g., Lutheran, Methodist, Catholic) have published centennial
histories:

o Baptism, confirmation, and marriage registers
o Pastor lists and membership rolls

o Historical essays on religious life in the community

Where to Access These Resources

o Jefferson County Historical Society
Archive includes centennial booklets, photo collections, and rare town/township publications
not available online.

e FamilySearch Digital Library
Search by township, church, or surname for digitized local histories and church records.

¢ Internet Archive and HathiTrust Digital Library
Search for borough names (e.g., “Punxsutawney centennial”) or township names to locate
published commemoratives.
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Location /

Topic Title / Publication Year Sponsor / Notes Availability
Jefferson County . . .
. . County sesquicentennial committee
) Sesqui-Centennial . .
County-wide L 1955 (sshelco- Library/archives
Program and Historical ) -
primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com)
Almanac 1805-1955
History of Jefferson
) y of Jeff . . ) Online (Archive,
County-wide County, Pennsylvania 1888|| County history book (Internet Archive) .
FamilySearch)
by Kate M. Scott
Jefferson County,
Pennsylvania: Her .
Pioneers and People Online
County-wide ’ 1917 Biographical county histor FamilySearch/HathiTru
y 1800-1915 by grap y history (Family 0 /
W.J. McKnight (Vols 1 &
2)
Brookville
Brookville Local library/historical
Sesquicentennial 1830—| 1980 Borough celebration publication _y/
Borough society
1980
Punxsutawney Punxsutawney 1949 Borough commemorative booklet Local historical
Borough Centennial 1849—-1949 & society/bookshop
Henderson Township
Henderson . . . . .
Townshi Commemorative 2007 Township 150th anniversary Township / local society
P History 1857-2007
Many township
Various centennial or
) ) Church, school or civic group Check JCHS or local
Townships / church-anniversary - o . i
publications libraries
Churches booklets (50-year,

100-year)

Notes & Suggestions for Completion

e Wherever you see “—"” under Year, you may need to check the township’s local library, historical
society or church archives for the exact publication.

e For each item you locate, record: Publication title, Year, Sponsor (borough/township/church),
Page count or scope, and Where located (library/archives/catalogue). That will help other

researchers.
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The two large county histories (Scott & McKnight) serve as frameworks but you can supplement
them with the smaller township/burough centennial volumes which provide more granular local
detail.

Use digital library searches (FamilySearch, HathiTrust, Internet Archive) with search terms like
“[Township Name] PA centennial”, “[Church Name] anniversary booklet”, or “[Borough Name]
history 19xx”.

Contact the Jefferson County Historical Society (Brookville) to ask for a bibliography of centennial
publications by borough and township, they may already have a list you can incorporate.

Where to Access

Jefferson County Historical Society (Brookville)
Largest known holding of local centennial booklets, commemorative scrapbooks, photo albums,
and family-submitted township histories.

FamilySearch Digital Library
Use advanced search to locate township or church name with keywords like “centennial”,
“commemorative”, or “history”.

Internet Archive and HathiTrust
Excellent for digitized early county histories and out-of-print publications.

Research Tips

Church & School Sections Are Goldmines: These often contain class rosters, baptism lists, or
group photos from earlier decades.

Use Business Ads: Local advertisements in centennial books can help place your ancestors in
time and business.

Search By Variant Names: A borough like “Reynoldsville” may appear in older documents as
“Reynold’s Ville” or under a township.

Research Tips

Read the Ads: Business ads often name local owners and family-run stores.

Check School & Church Sections: These usually list graduates, clergy, and choir members—great
for identifying family units.

Use as Contextual Clues: Even when your ancestors aren't named, these histories offer valuable
insights into the communities they lived in.

Geography & Disappeared Places

Current and Historical Maps

Modern Boundaries: See the county’s GIS viewer for current township and borough parcel data.
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e Historical Maps: Use sources such as the David Rumsey Map Collection (Pennsylvania maps) and
Historic Map Works for Jefferson County.

e Boundary Changes: While there have been no major county-boundary shifts since its 1804
formation, many townships, boroughs, and local place names have evolved.

Towns That Disappeared, Changed Names or Are Ghost Towns

Here are some notable examples in Jefferson County that are helpful for genealogical context (since an
ancestor may list a place name that no longer appears on modern maps).

Location
Place / What Happened Source
Township

Company coal-patch

town built around the

Eleanora Mines & Coke Academia.edu
McCalmo Works (ca.1890s); with article

Eleanora (sometimes “Eleanora Mines”) nt mine closure the town “ELEANORA:

Township almost disappeared ... Ghost

and very little remains. Town”

Academia+2Kiwix

Server+2

Founded about 1883 to
support coke ovens;

coal/coke industry IUP Library
Young ended and town article “The
Walston e .. . . -
Township diminished. Indiana Coking facility
University of in Walston...”
Pennsylvania+2Wikipe
dia+2

Former steel-mill town
Along originally called Blue
border of Rock, later Elimont; Wikipedia
Ellmont Elkand after mill burned “Ellmont,
Jefferson down, the town was Pennsylvania”
Counties abandoned.

Wikipedia+1
Youn Listed as a coal-mining “List of ghost
Horatio . ghost town in Jefferson towns in
Township

County. Kiwix Server+1 Pennsylvania”
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Location
Place / What Happened Source
Township

Never fully a large
town; post office
1881-1904; name

McCalmo ] .. Wikipedia
. persists but community ,_
Panic nt Panic,

tiny (“tiny village” b
Township y (“tiny villag y

1917) so may be a
place-name only in

genealogy. Wikipedia

’

Pennsylvania’

See PA-Roots
[You may find other discussion of

small settlements “Blue Rock,
listed in old land Munderf,
. . (Example - ”
Such disappeared-village example records or mining Sebeck” etc.

)

company records that in Jefferson
have vanished or been County.

absorbed.] TreasureNet.c
om
Change Notes &
Place Township _, ge/
Disappearance Source
Former
coal &

Listed as ghost

coke )
town in Jefferson
Eleanor McCalmon compan
a t Township y town; County.
Py ' Academia+2Websit

now -

] e Editor+2

little -

remains.

zan circa

33 with Walston’s
il-mining; history: “got
Young - g . Vg
. ninished its start
Township )
er circa 1883...”

lustry Wikipedia+1
zlined.

Walston
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Location

Place / What Happened
Township
Originally
Blue Rock,
Ellmont renamed
Border of Ghost town
(formerly Ellmont;
Elk/Jefferson ) reference.
“Blue - unt aftermill ikipedia+1
Rock”) v burned, Speciats
town was
abandoned.
Publication:
Town-name
“The town
Kramer changed from
name was
(later Henderson Kramer to
] changed to
Stump Township Stump Creek
. Stump
Creek) after post-office "
] Creek...
establishment. .
Academia
Histor
Originally .y
mentions:
founded as
. “ . , called the
Oliver “Fredericksburg
Sprank ace

... Townsh about 1833; later

le Mills |

ip named Sprankle’s
Mills/ Sprankle

Mills.

Why This Matters for Genealogy

e Name Changes / Disappearances: An ancestor’s residence or burial location may list a place that

Fredericksburg”

Frederick Spran
kle. PA-Roots+1

no longer appears on current maps.

Source

e Industry Boom-and-Bust: Many of the vanishing places were tied to coal, coke, lumber or
rail-industry towns — once prospering then faded.

e Record Location: Records from these places may still be filed under the township or borough as

it exists now, so knowing the

e Search Strategy: When you see a place name that doesn’t show on modern maps, check historic
maps/reports (mining, lumber company records, ghost town lists) to locate its township and

jurisdiction at the time.

Angie Shumway | angie.shumway.lineage@gmail.com | 26 October 2025|10

historic place helps.




@ Why These Matter for Genealogy

e Your ancestor’s address or burial record might use one of these old place names, yet the modern
map shows nothing.

e Land deeds and property transfers might refer to “Seat of the town of Blue Rock” or “lot in
Lily Pond” — if you don’t know the place was once used, you may miss the record.

e Church records or mining-roster listings may reference these locations even when modern maps
don't.

e These places might fall under a current township or borough’s jurisdiction, so knowing the old
name is key to knowing where to look.

*< How To Find More

e Search older census volumes, especially 19th-century (1850—-1900) for small place names — look
for enumerations with “(P.0.)” or “P.0. name” columns.

e Review land deed indexes for place names that don’t match current towns.

e Look into late-19th / early-20th century mining or lumber company rosters — many company
towns no longer appear on modern maps.

e Use historic map collections (for example via the Pennsylvania State University “Early County
Maps and Atlases” list). Penn State Sites

e Browse forum threads or genealogical discussion boards for “towns that are gone” in Jefferson
County — they often list names that don’t appear elsewhere. TreasureNet.com

Research Tips

e Check the large county-histories (e.g., Kate M. Scott’s 1888 history) for mention of small
settlements and early industries. Internet Archive

e Use online ghost-town lists for Pennsylvania (e.g., “List of ghost towns in Pennsylvania”) to
identify possible vanished place names in Jefferson County. Wikipedia+1

e Cross-reference mining/coke-works company-town records (like Walston and Eleanora) with
township and census records—workers may appear in the census under the patch town name
but county records list the township.

e For field-visits or mapping, overlay historical maps onto current GIS parcels to locate where the
settlement once was.
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) Master List of Vanished & Renamed Places in Jefferson County, PA

Place Name

Township / Area

What Happened

Source

Eleanora (aka Eleanora
Mines)

McCalmont
Township

Coal patch town (1890s) for
Eleanora Mines & Coke Works.
Largely abandoned after mine
closure.

Academia.edu —

Eleanora Ghost Town

Walston

Young Township

Founded ~1883 for coke ovens;
declined with collapse of coal/coke
industry.

IUP Library — Walston

Coke Facility

Ellmont (formerly Blue
Rock)

Elk / Jefferson
County border

Logging and mill town; renamed
Ellmont, later abandoned after
steel mill burned.

Wikipedia — Ellmont, PA

Former coal mining village, now a

Wikipedia — Ghost

Horatio Young Townshi
tng Township ghost town. Towns in PA
Small post office village (1881—
. McCalmont e .
Panic . 1904); never fully developed. Now [|Wikipedia — Panic, PA
Township .

a minor place name.
Kramer - Stump Henderson Mining town renamed after Academia.edu —
Creek Township establishment of post office. Kramer Mining History

Sprankle Mills
(originally
Fredericksburg)

Oliver Township

Founded 1833 by Frederick
Sprankle; originally called
Fredericksburg. Renamed
Sprankle’s Mills.

PA-Roots — Kate Scott

History

Wishaw (formerly
Trout Run)

Winslow
Township

Coal town renamed from Trout Run
to Wishaw. Declined after mining
industry collapsed.

Academia.edu —

Wishaw Ghost Town

Ramsaytown (aka

Knox Township

Coal mining community; now

Academia.edu —

Ramseytown) largely gone. Ramsaytown History
Unknown Mentioned in local lore as a “lost
Olivedale (Possibly Brady's |town”; doesn’t appear in modern |[TreasureNet Forum
Bend Area) records.
. Coal mining town, now defunct Wikipedia — Ghost
Hart Town Young Township

and unmarked.

Towns in PA
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Place Name Township / Area What Happened Source
Logging settlement; declined with
Munderf Warsaw Township||timber industry. Still partially [Local Histories / Maps]
inhabited.
. Former settlement; no longer
Possibly Rose or } ) L i [PA-Roots &
Sebeck ] . active. Mentioned in historical
Union Township TreasureNet)]
forums.
Along Clarion Logging/rafting camp, 1840s—1904;
Lily Pond & gging/ & P ExploreleffersonPA

River corridor little documentation survives.

Blue Rock (distinct
from Ellmont’s earlier

~2.5 mi NNW of ||Vanished settlement mentioned in

TreasureNet Forum

Brockway local history forums.
name)
) Known in local tradition; appears in
~2.5 mi NW of
Content Stant land records but not on current TreasureNet Forum
anton

maps.

Yes — | was able to verify several of the towns/settlements in your list as having been actual towns,
company towns, renamed places or ghost-towns in Jefferson County, Pennsylvania. Below are those that
are well supported with documentation; others may require further archival research.

Place

Verification Status & Notes

Eleanora (aka Eleanora
Mines)

Verified as a coal & coke company town in McCalmont Township, Jefferson
County. Academia+1

Walston

Verified as a coal-company “patch town” in Young Township, Jefferson
County. Wikipedia+1

Ellmont (formerly Blue
Rock)

Verified: a logging/mill town near the Elk/Jefferson County border; renamed
from Blue Rock; later abandoned after mill burned. Wikipedia+1

Sprankle Mills
(originally
Fredericksburg)

Verified: founded in 1833 by Frederick Sprankle. Although it remains as an
unincorporated community rather than a fully incorporated “town,” it had a
distinct name-history. PA-Roots+1

Kramer - Stump Creek

Verified: Kramer was a coal patch town in Henderson Township that was
renamed Stump Creek when the post office was established. Academia+1

Notes on Others That Need Further Verification
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Panic (McCalmont Township): | found mention of it as a geographic place with an 1881-1904
post office; less detail on it being a full-town.

Horatio (Young Township): Listed as a ghost-town in lists of PA ghost towns. Kiddle+1

Olivedale; Munderf; Sebeck; Content: These appear in local lore or forums; archival confirmation
(maps, deeds, census) may still be needed.

Recommendation for Research

For each of these, check historic maps (e.g., 19th-century Pennsylvania county atlases) and post
office records — name changes often coincide with post office establishment.

Look into mining company records for “patch towns” (towns built for miners) — many of the
disappearing places fall into this category.

Use deeds or township-plat books to see if a place name appears in the early 1900s but not later
editions.

Document the time period of name change/disappearance as much as possible (e.g., mine
closure, post office discontinued).

each marked as Confirmed, Probable, or Unconfirmed, along with supporting notes
and sources:

Place Township / Area Verification Notes & Source
Status
Listed in the “List of ghost towns in
Pennsylvania” as “Lily Pond — an extremely
. Along Clarion small logging town on the Clarion River.”
Lily Pond River corridor Probable Wikipedia+1
Not found in major county-histories or
detailed maps easily.
Mentioned in forum thread about vanished
towns in Jefferson County. TreasureNet.com
21, miles NNW Also Bl}le Rock™ appears as earh@r name of
Blue Rock Confirmed |[Ellmont in ghost-town sources. Wikipedia
of Brockway . L
Appears in early atlas/map listings for
Jefferson County. USGenWeb
Archives+2SSHELCO Primo+2
. Mentioned in local discussion thread.
~2 miles W of .
. . TreasureNet.com No formal map or published
Sebeck Sigel (possibly Unconfirmed hi e
. istory found yet linking it to a town/census
Rose/Union Twp)
place.
~2Y> miles NW of Listed in map-location service “Mapcarta” for
Content Stanton Probable the area near Stanton, Jefferson County.
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. Verification
Place Township / Area Notes & Source
Status
Mapcarta+1
Still lacks detailed published history on the
community.
Unknown Mentioned only in “lost town” forum list.
Olivedale |(Possibly Brady’s |Unconfirmed |TreasureNet.com No reliable documentation
Bend area) found in published sources.
Appears in the “List of ghost towns in
Hart Town| Young Township |Confirmed Pennsylvania” under Jefferson County, Young
Township. Wikipedia
Verification
Place Name |Township / Area rne Notes & Source
Status
Along Clarion River A logging/rafting camp noted as “1840’s to
Lily Pond corridor, Jefferson Probable 1904... perhaps the least documented site” along
Co. the Clarion corridor. explorelefferson
~2% miles NNW of
’ Identified as a logging/mill boom-town linked
Brockway . . . - .
Blue Rock Confirmed with the site of the Blue Rock Swinging Bridge.
(Jefferson/Elk . S
PA Bucket List+2Wikipedia+2
border)
. Mentioned in online forums as a vanished
Possibly Rose or ] )
Sebeck i . Unconfirmed ||settlement; no strong archival map or deed
Union Township .
evidence found yet.
~2% miles NW of Listed in local place-name discussions as a
Content Probable . o
Stanton former community; sources remain informal.
Unknown (Possibl Appears only in local lore as a “lost town”; no
Olivedale ,W ( PV lunconfirmed PP .y I W
Brady’s Bend area) formal archival record found so far.
Record Types

1 Vital Records

Birth Records
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e County-level birth registration began in 1893 and continued until 1906, when state-level
registration began.

e Available from: Jefferson County Orphans' Court (for 1893-1905).
e Statewide registration: Required from 1906; full compliance by 1915.
e Online Resources:

o FamilySearch: Jefferson Co. Births 1893-1906 — Includes images of county birth
registers (FHL Films 927535-927536).

o Pennsylvania Births and Christenings, 1709-1950
o PA Historical Society Birth Records
Marriage Records
e Earliest attempts: 1852-1855 (short-lived registration law).
e Consistent marriage registration: Began in 1885, maintained by the Clerk of Orphans' Court.
¢ Available from: Jefferson County Courthouse.
e Online Resources:

o FamilySearch: Jefferson Co. Marriage Records 1885-1916 — Marriage dockets (FHL Film
927546 and others).

o Pennsylvania Marriages 1709-1940
o Findmypast: U.S. Marriages Collection (S)
o PA County Marriages, 1885-1950
Death Records
e County-level registration: 1893-1905 (Orphans’ Court).
e State-level death certificates: Began in 1906.
e Available from:
o Jefferson County Courthouse for 1893-1905
o Pennsylvania Department of Health for post-1906
e Online Resources:

o FamilySearch: Jefferson Co. Death Records 1893-1906 — Registers and indexes (FHL Film
927545).

o PA Death Certificates, 1906—-1972 (Ancestry) (S)

o Pennsylvania Deaths and Burials, 1720-1999
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Delayed Birth Records
e Used to support Social Security applications in the mid-20th century.
e Years: 1941-1969
e Online Resource:
o FamilySearch: Delayed Births 1941-1969
Divorce Records
e Maintained by: Prothonotary and Clerk of Courts
e Earliest Records: From 1832 onward
¢ Notindexed statewide. Researchers must contact the Jefferson County Courthouse.

o Online Access: Divorce records are not available online. Contact: Jefferson County
Prothonotary: (814) 849-1606

ui Accessing Vital Records: Jefferson County, PA
5 Where to Go

All original county-level birth, marriage, and death records (pre-1906) are housed at the:

Jefferson County Courthouse
200 Main Street
Brookville, PA 15825

e Orphans’ Court / Register of Wills: (814) 849-1610 — births, deaths, marriages
e Prothonotary / Clerk of Courts: (814) 849-1606 — divorce and civil records

" Hours & Procedures: Call ahead. Most Pennsylvania courthouses restrict access to original records to
in-person requests or mail. Photocopies may be limited, and not all clerks will perform research beyond
verifying an index entry.

Birth & Death Records (1893-1905)
e Format: These records are recorded in bound register books.
e Details Include:
o Births: child’s name, date, gender, parents' names, and township.
o Deaths: decedent’s name, date, age, cause of death, residence, and informant.
e Tips:

o Bring specific date ranges or names to avoid full register searches.
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o Townships or boroughs may be recorded differently than modern names.

Alternate Access:
If visiting isn’t possible:

e Use FamilySearch microfilm images (free with a FamilySearch account).
e Contact the courthouse in writing. Include:

o Aself-addressed stamped envelope (SASE)

o Full names and approximate dates

o $5-510 check or money order (fees may vary)

*) Marriage Records (1885—present)
¢ Maintained by the Clerk of the Orphans’ Court
e Post-1885 records are fairly complete, with docket books and applications.
o Details Include: Names, residences, occupations, parents, and officiant.
Onsite Tip:
e Docket books may be indexed by groom, so bring both parties’ names.
e Some earlier records include marriage intentions or bonds.
"~ Remote access:
¢ Indexed images available on FamilySearch for 1885-1916

e For 1916+, you must contact the courthouse directly

@ Death Records (1893-1905)
e Part of the Orphans’ Court holdings.
e Earlier deaths (1853-1854) also exist but are fragmentary.
e Post-1906 death certificates are available through:
o PA Department of Health (vital statistics)

o Ancestry.com collection (1906-1972) (S)

Note: Early county death records may contain spelling variants or incomplete data. Use cemetery or
newspaper records to supplement.
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Divorce Records (1832—present)
e Housed with the Prothonotary / Clerk of Courts
¢ No central index exists. Must be searched by year range or surname.
What you'’ll find:
e Plaintiff/defendant names
e Date of filing
e Grounds for divorce
e Decrees and custody information (sometimes)
" To request:
e Write to the Prothonotary’s Office
e Include full names, approx. years, and township of residence

e Expect to pay a small fee for record copies

*> Research Tips
e Pennsylvania county-level vital records are often incomplete and not standardized before 1906.
e Use overlapping sources like:
o Church records (baptisms, marriages, funerals)
o Newspapers (obits, wedding announcements)
o Cemetery transcripts

e Check neighboring counties (e.g., Clearfield, Elk, Indiana) if families moved across township
lines.

Census Records
Federal Census (1790-1950)

o Jefferson County appears in the U.S. Federal Census beginning in 1810, though its own returns
may be grouped under Lycoming County (its parent) before full establishment.

e Complete census data exists for every decade from 1820 through 1950.

e Earlier censuses help track settlement patterns during the frontier era; later ones provide
household details, occupations, and property.

@, Key Access Points:
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e FamilySearch Census Collection (free)
e Ancestry: U.S. Census Records 1790-1950 (subscription)
e HeritageQuest Online (available through many public libraries)
Notable Details by Year
e 1850 onward: Every individual in the household listed by name.
e 1880: Relationships to head of household first included.
e 1900 & 1910: Immigration year, naturalization status, years married.
e 1940: Education, income, residence in 1935.
e 1950: Recently released, includes employment info, residency, and full enumerator sheets.
Mortality Schedules (1850-1880)
e Supplementary schedules listing individuals who died in the 12 months prior to the census.
¢ Include name, age, cause of death, occupation, and birthplace.
Access:
e Pennsylvania Mortality Schedules, 1850-1880
Agricultural & Industrial Schedules

e Available for 1850-1880; show information about farm production, mills, blacksmiths,
carpenters, and other trades.

e Especially useful for identifying non-landowning ancestors or early entrepreneurs.
= Typically only available on microfilm at state or regional archives, or at:
e National Archives
e PA State Archives
State Censuses
e X Pennsylvania did not conduct independent state censuses.
Substitutes & Supplementary Sources
e Tax Records (especially pre-1850): Serve as effective census substitutes.
e City & Rural Directories (late 1800s—1900s): Useful for between census years.
e  Church membership rolls: May serve as informal resident lists.
*c Census Substitutes for Jefferson County

The 1890 Census Fire
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e Most of the 1890 U.S. Federal Census was destroyed in a fire at the National Archives in 1921.
e Only a few fragments survive—and none for Jefferson County.

e Solution: Use tax lists, directories, veterans’ schedules, land and court records, and
newspapers to bridge the gap.

Tax Records

e Annual tax assessments list heads of household, landowners, renters, occupations, and livestock
(in earlier years).

e Many Jefferson County tax records survive for the 1880s—-1890s and are often available via:
o Jefferson County Courthouse Archives
o Pennsylvania State Archives
e Some online indexes and abstracts may be found at:
o PA-Roots — Jefferson County
o FamilySearch Tax Records Collection
City & Rural Directories

o Jefferson County’s larger towns (like Punxsutawney, Brookville, and Reynoldsville) appear in
residence and business directories as early as the 1880s.

e Directories include:
o Names, addresses
o Occupations
o Business ads and neighborhood layouts
Try:
e Fold3 — City Directories Collection
o Ancestry — U.S. City Directories, 1822—-1995
e Local historical societies or:
o Jefferson County Historical Society
# 1890 Veterans Schedule

e A partial remnant of the 1890 census survives: the Special Schedule for Union Veterans and
Widows of the Civil War.

e Lists veterans and widows living in Jefferson County in 1890.
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® Find it here:
e FamilySearch — 1890 Veterans Schedule

e Ancestry — 1890 Veterans Schedule (S)

Newspapers

e Local newspapers from the 1880s and 1890s are goldmines for personal notices—births, deaths,
marriages, moves, and business changes.

e Titles from the period include:
o Punxsutawney Spirit
o Brookville Republican
o Reynoldsville Star
@, search:
e Pennsylvania Newspaper Archive
e Chronicling America — Jefferson County

e Newspapers.com — Jefferson County (S)

ui Land & Property Records
e Deeds, mortgages, and land transfers show residents in between census years.
e Recorded continuously from 1828 at the Jefferson County Recorder of Deeds.
See:

e FamilySearch — Jefferson County Deeds (Index & Images)

4. Church Membership Lists
e  Church records often include communicant lists, baptisms, confirmations, and marriages.
e Many rural congregations kept excellent records in the absence of civil registration.
B Try:
e  PA Church Records at FamilySearch
e Local church archives or:

o lJefferson County Historical Society
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=* Summary of Key Substitutes (for ca. 1890):

Substitute Type  Years Access Point

Tax Records 1880s—1890s PA State Archives, Courthouse

Veterans Schedule 1890 FamilySearch

Directories 1880s—1910s Ancestry, Fold3, Historical Societies

Land Deeds 1828- FamilySearch

Church Records  Varies FamilySearch, Local Churches

Newspapers 1850s— PA Newspaper Archive, Chronicling America

f2> Land and Property Records
Overview

Land and property records in Jefferson County are some of the earliest and most complete record sets,
beginning shortly after the county's formation in 1804. These include deeds, mortgages, grants, land
patents, leases, and sheriff sales. They are essential for:

e Establishing residence or migration patterns
e Identifying family members through joint transactions

e Locating ancestral land and homesteads

~ Deeds & Mortgages
e Starting Date: 1828

e Repository:
© Jefferson County Recorder of Deeds
Jefferson County Courthouse
200 Main Street, Brookville, PA 15825

£2 (814) 849-1607
I Jefferson County Recorder of Deeds Website

What’s included:
¢ Warranty and quitclaim deeds

e Mortgage satisfaction pieces
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e Land sales and transfers
e Indexes by grantor/grantee

Tip: Use grantee (buyer) and grantor (seller) indexes to track family members across generations or
trace property held jointly by siblings or spouses.

@&, Online Access via FamilySearch
e FamilySearch: Jefferson County Deeds & Indexes (1828-1910)
o Deed books (images only)
o Index volumes for both grantors and grantees
o FS Library Film 923832 (first of 37 films) begins this set

. Free with account; some films may require access from a FamilySearch Center or Affiliate
Library.

B4 Land Grants & Early Pennsylvania Land Records
For land prior to county formation or involving land patents:
e Original Land Warrants, Surveys, and Patents may be held at:
o  © Pennsylvania State Archives — Harrisburg
o PA Historical Land Records Portal
Use the following types of records:
e Warrant Registers: Track original land claims.
e Survey Books: Show land plots and neighbors.

e Patent Indexes: Prove transfer of ownership from the Commonwealth to individual.

* Mapping the Land
e Historic land ownership maps may show property lines, household names, and landmarks.
. Historic Map Works — Jefferson County

. PA Land Ownership Maps Collection

@ Cautions & Research Tips
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e Early deeds may not name spouses — always look for later transactions or releases of dower
rights.

e Deeds are not usually chronological in recording; indexes are essential.
e Look for “et al.” in grantee/grantor listings — a hint at family group transactions.
e Adeed without a sale price may indicate a gift transfer (e.g., parent to child).

e Compare deed descriptions with township and county plat maps to pinpoint property.

[y Suggested Follow-up Resources
e "Land Records in Pennsylvania" — Genealogical Society of PA Guide
e Local histories often mention land patents, early settlers, and prominent homesteads:
o History of Jefferson County by Kate M. Scott (1888) — FamilySearch Digital Library
Probate Records
Overview

Probate records in Jefferson County date from 1830, shortly after the county's formal organization. These
include:

e Wills

e Estate inventories

e Letters of administration

e Guardianships

e Orphans’ Court proceedings

These documents often reveal spouses, children, in-laws, neighbors, executors, and even real estate
holdings.

ni Where to Access Records

Jefferson County Orphans' Court / Register of Wills
© Jefferson County Courthouse

200 Main Street, Brookville, PA 15825

& (814) 849-1610

B Records from 1830 to present

What You'll Find
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o  Wills: Testamentary documents with bequests to family or others.
o Letters Testamentary: Authority for executors when a will exists.
e Letters of Administration: Appoint an administrator when no will is found.
e Estate Inventories & Accounts: Lists of assets and debts.
e Guardianship Records: For minors and incapacitated individuals.
e Orphans’ Court Proceedings: Broader jurisdiction including:
o Adoptions
o Distribution of estates
o Petitions from heirs or creditors
o Guardianship for minor heirs

o Appeals of estate settlements

@&, Online & Microfilmed Records
FamilySearch (Free)
o Jefferson Co. Probate Records, 1832—1944 — FamilySearch Catalog
o Includes:
= General Index (1832-1944)
= Will books
=  Estate files
= Orphans' Court dockets
o ¥ Some volumes are image-only and may require access via a FamilySearch Center.
Ancestry.com (Subscription)
e Pennsylvania, Wills and Probate Records, 1683—-1993
o Includes digitized images from Jefferson County Register of Wills.
Other Sources
o Jefferson County PA GenWeb Project — Wills & Probate Indexes

e  PA State Archives — Probate Indexes — may have microfilm listings for Jefferson County.

Indexing Tips
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e Probate indexes are usually organized alphabetically by surname of decedent.

e Executors, heirs, or witnesses may appear under different surnames — always examine full
record.

e Estate case numbers may help you locate multiple related documents (e.g., will + inventory +
final account).

1. Research Notes

e Women rarely appear as testators in early records unless widowed or owning property
independently.

e Guardianship records can be especially revealing — guardians were often relatives and minors'
names are listed explicitly.

o If no will exists, look for intestate proceedings or “letters of administration.”

i Recommended Further Reading
e “Guide to Orphans’ Court Research in Pennsylvania” — Historical Society of Pennsylvania

o Jefferson County, Pennsylvania: Her Pioneers and People (1917) — Biographies sometimes
include probate details

¥ Military Records — Jefferson County, Pennsylvania

Jefferson County has a proud military tradition, especially during the Civil War, and there are strong
resources for genealogists researching veterans from the area.

Q Overview

Military records can provide birthplaces, physical descriptions, family members (via pension
applications), and places of residence. Jefferson County residents served in all major U.S. conflicts from
the War of 1812 through World War II, with the Civil War being especially well-documented.

Service Records
National Archives (NARA)
e Holds compiled military service records, pensions, bounty land applications.
e Access via:
o NARA Veterans’ Service Records Portal

o Fold3 — Military Records Collection ($)
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o Ancestry.com Military Collections (S)
Pennsylvania State Archives
e PA State Archives Military Records Guide

o Revolutionary War to WWII

o Includes:
= Pennsylvania Militia rolls
= Civil War unit muster rolls
= Spanish-American War cards

=  World War | service cards

»4, Civil War Units from Jefferson County

Many Jefferson County men served in Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry Regiments and militia units, with
several companies raised locally.

# Notable Units Raised in Jefferson County:

Unit Company ||Notes
Known as the “Jefferson Rifles” — recruited in Brookville
8th PA Reserves (37th Infantry) ||Co. G
area
105th PA Infantry (Wildcat
) v Co.H Recruited in Jefferson and Clarion counties
Regiment)
149th PA Infantry Co. | Jefferson County volunteers
Consolidated regiments with men from Jefferson and
191st PA Infantry Co.B&G . 8
Clearfield
Co.H . .
62nd PA Infantry Jefferson and Indiana counties
(part)
57th PA Infantry Co.E Some enlistments from Jefferson County
13th PA Cavalry Various Scattered enlistments from Punxsutawney area
[y Source:

e History of Jefferson County by Kate M. Scott (1888) — regimental references

e Pennsylvania Civil War Regimental Histories
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e PA State Archives — Civil War Card File, 1861-1866

3= Pension & Bounty Land Applications
e Union veterans or their widows often filed pensions through federal offices.
e Pension files can include:
o Birthplace
o Marriage certificates
o Deathinfo
o Affidavits from neighbors and relatives
© Order from:
e NARA - Pension Application Files

Use the soldier’s regiment and company to locate pension records faster.

% 5 Grand Army of the Republic (GAR)
e Civil War veteran fraternal organization.
e Jefferson County posts:
o Brookville, Punxsutawney, and Reynoldsville
e Rosters and meeting notes may survive in:

o PA GAR Records — FamilySearch Collection (1865-1936)

# Other Conflicts
Revolutionary War
e Few original residents, but some pensioners moved into Jefferson County post-war.
e Search:
o DAR Genealogical Research System
o PA Archives 6th Series, Vol. XV — Revolutionary War Pensioners
War of 1812

o Jefferson County still sparsely settled, but some militia service records exist.
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e War of 1812 Pension Files — Fold3

World War | & II

e  WWI Draft Cards (1917-1918) — men born 1873-1900

e  WWII Draft Cards (Old Man’s Draft — 1942)

e Local enlistment and casualty records at:

O

PA Historical Society WWII Casualty Cards (1933-1947)

&3 Research Tips

e Use local history books for company-level rosters — names often include rank, residence, age.

e Pension applications often include affidavits from neighbors — valuable for confirming family
relationships.

e Combine GAR rosters, cemetery records, and obituaries to track veterans post-service.

Court Records — Jefferson County, PA

Court records can be a rich but often underused resource for genealogists — especially in Pennsylvania,

where county-level courts have broad jurisdiction over civil, criminal, and equity matters. Below is an
expanded Court Records section for Jefferson County, Pennsylvania, with a breakdown of court types,
record types, and how to access them locally and online.

u Local and County Courts

Court of Common Pleas

e  Primary trial-level court in Pennsylvania for civil and criminal matters.

e Jurisdiction includes:

@)

(e}

(e}

o

© Contact:

Civil lawsuits

Criminal prosecutions
Property disputes

Divorce proceedings
Naturalizations (pre-1906)

Appeals from minor courts

Prothonotary & Clerk of Courts — Jefferson County
200 Main Street, Brookville, PA 15825
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&2 (814) 849-1606
Jefferson County Website

Records available:
e Civil case dockets (property, debt, equity)
e Criminal case dockets
e Divorce records (see Vital Records overlap)
e Judgments, subpoenas, and liens
Orphans’ Court

e Subdivision of the Court of Common Pleas
e Jurisdiction includes:

o Probate & wills

o Guardianships

o Adoptions

o Estate disputes

o Name changes

© Contact:
Register of Wills/Clerk of the Orphans’ Court
£ (814) 849-1610

See Probate Records section for detailed access info.

ar Magisterial District Courts (Local Level)
¢ Handle minor civil and summary criminal cases, including:
o Landlord-tenant disputes
o Traffic violations
o Small claims (under $12,000)
e May be useful for establishing residency, property occupation, or community conflicts.

A Jefferson County is divided into 3 Magisterial Districts, each covering a geographic area. See district
maps at the Unified Judicial System of PA.

ui State-Level Courts (for appeals or major matters)
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Pennsylvania Superior Court & Commonwealth Court

e Handle appeals from Jefferson County.

e Records rarely useful for routine genealogy unless a high-profile case is involved.
Pennsylvania Supreme Court

e Review of constitutional and legal issues.

e Archives are accessible through the PA State Archives

@, Research Resources & Online Access
FamilySearch — Court Records
e FamilySearch Catalog — Jefferson County Court Records
o Includes:
= Dockets of civil cases
= Indexes to legal proceedings
= Naturalization petitions (pre-1906)
= May require access at a FamilySearch Center
Ancestry
e Pennsylvania, Wills and Probate Records 1683—-1993 — Some Orphans’ Court data included
e Pennsylvania Naturalization Records 1795-1931
PA State Archives — Court & Legal Records
e PA Historical & Museum Commission (PHMC)
o Some microfilm indexes and colonial-level records
o Indexes to Supreme Court and Appellate proceedings
Jefferson County Court Records (Physical Access)
e The Prothonotary’s Office allows on-site review of:
o Dockets
o Judgments
o Older records are microfilmed or stored offsite and may require a request

@ Call ahead to request file access or inquire about older docket books.
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IZy Additional Local Resources

Local Histories (such as Kate Scott’s History of Jefferson County, 1888) often mention notable
trials or lawsuits.

Legal Notices published in historic newspapers may mention divorces, sheriff sales, estate
claims, and guardianship actions.

PA Newspaper Archive

Chronicling America — PA

&3 Research Tips

Divorce records pre-1906 were handled through the Court of Common Pleas — useful for tracing
female ancestors post-marriage.

Use docket indexes to search for surnames across many case types.

Naturalization declarations (esp. 1800s—1906) often appear in civil court dockets.

¢ Tax Records - Jefferson County, Pennsylvania

Tax records are often overlooked, but they’re some of the earliest and most consistent records available
for Jefferson County, Pennsylvania. They help place ancestors in a time and place, indicate property
ownership, and can fill gaps left by missing censuses (like 1890).

Overview

Tax records in Pennsylvania were typically compiled annually at the county level, beginning before the

formal organization of many counties. For Jefferson County, tax lists begin in the early 1800s, with earlier
residents appearing in Lycoming County (its parent until 1804).

These records help establish:

Residence and property ownership

Household economic status

Ages and names of heirs or children (in some years)
Absentee landowners

Civic roles (e.g., constables, overseers, veterans)

Historical Tax Laws & What Was Taxed

Colonial — Early Statehood (pre-1800)

Land tax, based on acreage and improvements
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e Personal property tax: livestock (horses, cattle), carriages, stills, watches
¢ Single men (“freemen”) over age 21 were taxed separately, even if landless
e Administered under the Pennsylvania General Assembly
1800-1860
e Taxable items expanded to include:
o Land and buildings
o Occupations
o Horses and cows
o Slaves (briefly, before abolition in 1780s)
e Stillincluded a single freeman tax — excellent for locating unmarried men
e Taxes assessed by local township assessors
1860-1900
e Occupation taxes became more detailed (e.g., “laborer,” “blacksmith,” “merchant”)
e Business licenses and corporate assessments introduced
e Veteran exemptions sometimes noted post—Civil War
1900-Present
e Property tax records increasingly standardized
¢ Names of delinquent taxpayers often published in newspapers

e School and road taxes appear separately in many years

Who Was Taxed?

e Male residents 21+ years old — even landless, if employed
e Landowners — both resident and absentee

e Estate representatives — taxes on behalf of the deceased
e Widows occasionally listed (especially if landholding)

e Some African Americans and immigrants — depending on the year

& What Happened to Delinquent Taxes?

e Delinquents listed in annual printed reports or court dockets
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e Property could be subject to tax sale or sheriff’s sale
e Notices published in:
o Brookville Republican, Punxsutawney Spirit, and other local papers
o PA Newspaper Archive
e Some tax sales recorded in land deed books
= Key Resources for Jefferson County Tax Records
B Pennsylvania Archives — Series 3
e Includes tax lists from 1762—1801 across counties and townships
o Jefferson County area may be found under Lycoming or Northumberland
e Freeonline:
o Pennsylvania Archives — Digital Books (Fold3) ($)
o Printindex also available via Internet Archive
FamilySearch Tax Records
e Pennsylvania, Tax and Exoneration, 1768-1801
o Indexed images for pre-Jefferson-era taxpayers
e FamilySearch Catalog — Jefferson County Tax Lists
o May include post-1830 township rolls, often image-only
o Examples: Warsaw Twp. Tax Lists (1850s), Brookville Borough rolls
s Jefferson County Historical Society
e May hold township assessment books, ledger scans, or archival microfilm
e  Website: https://jchconline.org

o © 172 Main St, Brookville, PA 15825

@& Using Tax Lists in Genealogy
e Look for clusters of same-surname individuals — often families
e  Watch for sudden disappearances (may indicate death, migration, or sale)

e Track an individual year-by-year to estimate:
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o Marriage (appears first as freeman, then landholder)
o Inheritance (sudden land gain)
o Death (name disappears, replaced by widow or "Estate of")

e Use in tandem with land deeds and probate records for fuller picture

&3 Research Tips
e “Single Freemen” columns are especially valuable before 1850.
e Some tax records list cross-references to neighboring counties (useful in boundary areas).

e If someone vanishes from tax lists but not land records, they may be absent but still owning land
— check sheriff sales or estate claims.

& Immigration & Naturalization Records — Jefferson County, PA

Immigration and naturalization records are often critical for discovering origins, especially for 19th-
century immigrants to Jefferson County, which had a notable influx of German, Irish, Italian, Slovak, and
Eastern European settlers. Let’s expand your Immigration and Naturalization Records section with a focus
on legal changes, record locations, and access instructions for Jefferson County and Pennsylvania.

Understanding Changes in U.S. Naturalization Law

Time Authorit Record Type |Notes
Period v P

. Very rare for
Pre-1790 |/Colonial courts Sparse

Jefferson area

County-level
Declarations &||jurisdiction;

1790-1906 ||Local courts (e.g., Jefferson Co. Court of Common Pleas) . . .
Petitions inconsistent

formats

Includes more
Standardized ||details like
forms birthplaces,
family, photos

Post-1906 |[Federal government (USCIS)

5 Before 1906, any court of record could grant naturalization. In Jefferson County, this was primarily
the Court of Common Pleas, with records held by the Prothonotary.

Record Types and What They Contain
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e Declaration of Intent (First Papers)
Filed shortly after arrival; includes name, country of origin, arrival year, and sometimes port.

e Petition for Naturalization (Second Papers)
Filed after waiting period (2-5 years); contains age, residence, family details, and witnesses.

e QOath of Allegiance
Final step in becoming a citizen.

e Certificates of Naturalization
Issued to successful applicants; copies usually not kept at county level before 1906.

e Alien Registration & Exclusion Records
Appear in federal indexes and later immigration surveillance records (WWI-WWII eras).

© Where to Find Jefferson County Naturalization Records
County-Level (Pre-1906)

© Jefferson County Prothonotary’s Office

200 Main Street, Brookville, PA 15825

&2 (814) 849-1606

B Holds original declarations and petitions from circa 1830s—1906

Microfilm & Digital Access
e FamilySearch
o Jefferson County Naturalizations, 1831-1906 — FS Library Film 1378015+
= May include Declarations of Intention, Petitions, and Court Orders
= Some records image-only — viewable at FamilySearch Centers
e Ancestry.com (S)
o Pennsylvania, U.S., Naturalization Records, 1795-1931
= Includes Jefferson County and Eastern District indexes
= Searchable by name, birthplace, and year
e Fold3.com (S)

o Indexes and images for PA and Federal Court naturalizations

u Federal-Level (Post-1906)

USCIS Genealogy Program
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e Holds post-1906 records filed through Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) and its
successors

e Request files using:
o USCIS Genealogy Request Program
o Need Naturalization Certificate number or Alien Registration Number (A-number)
Records may include:
e Full birth details
e Names of spouse and children
e Immigration history

e Photographs

£ Immigration Arrival Records (for context)
While Jefferson County is landlocked, many settlers arrived through:
e Port of Philadelphia
e New York (Castle Garden, Ellis Island)
e Baltimore or Boston
Access via:
e Castle Garden Immigrant Database (1820-1892)
e Ellis Island Passenger Search (1892—-1954)
e Ancestry — U.S. Passenger Lists

e FamilySearch Immigration Records Collection

[y Additional Research Aids

e PA State Archives — Naturalization Indexes
May include overlapping state-held records from regional and federal courts.
PHMC Naturalization Guide

e Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
Holds transcripts and abstracts from early PA courts.

e Local Newspapers (Obits & Citizenship Notices)
Citizenship declarations often published in:
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o Punxsutawney Spirit
o Brookville Republican

o Search at PA Newspaper Archive

&3 Research Tips
e If a naturalization record is missing in Jefferson County, check:
o Clarion or Clearfield County (nearby courts)
o Federal Courts in Pittsburgh or Philadelphia (especially after 1906)
e Always review witness names on Petitions — often relatives, friends, or in-laws

e Combine with census records (1900-1930) for naturalization status clues (columns: “Na,” “Al,”
llPall)

Church Records

Church records are among the most genealogically rich sources, especially in Jefferson County, where
many early residents were baptized, married, and buried through their local congregations long before
civil registration began.

¢ Denominations: Predominantly Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic.
e Resources:
o Historic Pennsylvania Church and Town Records (via Ancestry)
o Local churches or the Jefferson County Historical Society
4. Church Records - Jefferson County, Pennsylvania
ni Denominational Overview

Jefferson County was settled by diverse religious groups, most of whom maintained parish registers of
baptisms, marriages, confirmations, communicants, and deaths.

Major Denominations:
¢ Methodist Episcopal / United Methodist
e Presbyterian
e Lutheran (Evangelical and German Reformed)
¢ Roman Catholic (especially in Punxsutawney & coal towns)
e Baptist

¢ German Evangelical
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e Slovak, Italian, and Byzantine Catholic (Eastern Rite) — serving immigrant mining populations

Types of Church Records
Record Type Details Included

Baptisms / Christenings Child’s name, birth date, baptism date, parents’ names, sponsors/godparents

Marriages Bride and groom, witnesses, officiant, location

Deaths / Burials Death date, age, cause, burial location

Membership Lists Confirmation dates, transfers in/out, excommunications
Communion Rolls Especially useful in Reformed and Lutheran churches

Note: Some churches recorded entire families, while others only tracked active members.

@, Research Resources & Repositories
=" Ancestry.com — Historic PA Church and Town Records ($)
e Indexed and digitized collection of:
o Presbyterian
o Methodist
o Lutheran
o German Reformed
e Sourced from the Historical Society of Pennsylvania (HSP)
e Browse the collection here
e M Searchable by name, parish, and date
2k FamilySearch
e Pennsylvania Church Records — includes image-only collections for:
o Lutheran and Reformed congregations
o Evangelical records
o Some Catholic registers (indexed in Latin)
e Also check:

o FamilySearch Catalog — Jefferson County, PA
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ui Jefferson County Historical Society
e May hold:
o Church histories
o Pastoral directories
o Transcribed register books or microfilm

e © 172 Main St, Brookville, PA
jchconline.org

= Denominational Archives
Denomination Repository
Presbyterian (USA) Presbyterian Historical Society — Philadelphia

United Methodist Archives — L ing College,
Methodist / United Methodist nited Methodist Archives = Lycoming Lollege

Williamsport
Evangelical Lutheran Lutheran Archives Center at Philadelphia
Catholic Diocese of Erie (covers Jefferson Diocesan Archives — call or write to request parish
County) records

* Known Churches with Historic Roots (Sample)
e  First Presbyterian Church, Brookville (organized 1820s)
e  First United Methodist Church, Brookville (1822)
e St. Cosmas & Damian Catholic Church, Punxsutawney (1882)
e Holy Cross Roman Catholic, Brandy Camp
e Grace Lutheran Church, Brookville
e St. Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church, Reynoldsville (Eastern European community)

@ Try locating the church using the FamilySearch Places tool for parish-level research.

&3 Research Tips

e German-language registers are common for Lutheran, Reformed, and Evangelical churches —
look for:

o Geburt (birth), Taufe (baptism), Heirat (marriage), Tod (death)
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e If church is no longer active, check with:
o The historical society
o The parent denomination's archives
¢ Confirming denominational affiliation:
o Use census religious data, family obituaries, or cemetery affiliations
Cemetery Records
Overview

Cemetery records in Jefferson County are an essential genealogical source. They often provide birth and
death dates, family connections, military service, and even places of origin. The county's cemetery
coverage is extensive, with many online and transcribed resources available thanks to local volunteers
and genealogical societies.

Online Cemetery Databases

e Find A Grave — Jefferson County
Photos, GPS data, inscriptions, family links, and contributor notes.

e BillionGraves — Jefferson County
Offers GPS-tagged gravestone images and an easy-to-navigate mobile app.

e PA Gravestones — Jefferson County
A volunteer-driven project with transcriptions and cemetery photos.

e Interment.net — Jefferson County
Partial transcriptions from selected cemeteries, searchable and browsable.

e USGenWeb Tombstone Transcriptions
Early efforts to document rural cemeteries before widespread digitization.

Published & Microfilmed Resources

e FamilySearch Library Catalog
Includes Cemeteries of Jefferson County, Pennsylvania and other microfilmed records:

o Pennsylvania Cemetery Records, ca. 1700-1950
o Cemetery Abstracts Collection

o Jefferson County Historical Society
Holds physical transcriptions, maps, and gravestone photographs.
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Cemetery Index by Township

Township
Barnett
Beaver
Bell
Brookville
Clover
Eldred
Gaskill
Heath
Henderson
Knox
McCalmont
Oliver
Perry

Pine Creek
Polk

Porter

Selected Cemeteries

Daniels Cemetery, Hominy Ridge, Wing

Ohl, McAninch, United Methodist, Zion

Circle Hill, Oaklawn, Ridgmont

Brookville Cemetery (Old & New)

Carrier, Jefferson, Mt. Pleasant, Thompson

Kahletown, Mt. Tabor, St. Dominic’s, Zion

Brooks, Bowers, Pleasant Grove, Mt. Pleasant

Edeburn Hill, Pleasant Hill

Maple Grove (Paradise), 1.0.0.F., St. Jacob’s Union
Bethna, Center Hill, McCann (Swineford), St. Matthew’s
Knights of Pythias, Mt. Tabor, St. Adrian’s, Zion Presbyterian
Barton Chapel, Coolspring, Markton, Olive

Hopewell, Perry Memorial, St. John’s Lutheran, Valier
Butler, Moore, Pioneer, Vasbinder

Slyhoff, Zion

Fairview, Lantz, Zion

Punxsutawney Calvary Catholic, West End, St. Peter’s Reformed

Ringgold
Rose
Snyder
Union
Warsaw

Washington

Dora, Ringgold, St. James Lutheran

Beaver Run, Old Jefferson, St. Mary’s (new section)
Heath, St. Tobias Catholic, Sugar Hill

Bethel, Mt. Pleasant Independent, St. Ann’s
Bethel-Geer, Ferris, Presbyterian, Temple

Beechwoods, Taylor, Beechtree
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Township Selected Cemeteries
Winslow Assumption Catholic, Lakelawn, Sykesville, Lost Grave
Young Community, Horatio, St. Peter & Paul Byzantine

= Source: PA-Roots Jefferson Cemetery Index

Research Tips

e Check Multiple Sites: A cemetery may be listed under different names or spellings across
databases.

e Scan for Groupings: Look for family clusters within plots or rows.

e Don’t Skip Small Sites: Many rural cemeteries were associated with long-gone churches or family
farms.

e Use GPS Tools: Modern apps like BillionGraves or Google Maps can help locate obscure
cemeteries for on-site research.

e Contact the Historical Society: They may have unpublished transcriptions or cemetery
inventories not online.

Fl Cemetery Records — Jefferson County, Pennsylvania

% Overview

Cemeteries in Jefferson County are a critical genealogical source. In addition to birth and death data,
gravestones often include:

e Family links (parents, spouses, children)
e Place of origin (especially for immigrants)
e Military service

e  Church or fraternal affiliations

Records span churchyard cemeteries, public burial grounds, private/family plots, and company
cemeteries associated with coal towns and logging camps.

Online Cemetery Databases

¢ Find A Grave - Jefferson County
Photos, inscriptions, family links, GPS, and user notes.

¢ BillionGraves - Jefferson County
GPS-tagged graves and integrated mobile mapping.
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e PA Gravestones — Jefferson County
Volunteer-driven, focused on rural and church cemeteries.

e Interment.net — Jefferson County

Partial transcriptions by cemetery, searchable.

e USGenWeb Tombstone Transcriptions Project
Pioneering effort to record rural cemeteries before online databases existed.

Ik Published & Microfilmed Cemetery Resources

e FamilySearch Library Catalog
Search for:

o “Cemeteries of Jefferson County, PA”
o Pennsylvania Cemetery Records, ca. 1700-1950
o Cemetery Abstracts Collection

o Jefferson County Historical Society
Holds cemetery books, plot maps, and photos not digitized.

@ Cemetery Index by Township
Includes many of the most prominent burial sites (see your full list above).

8 Source: PA-Roots Jefferson Cemetery Index

Cemetery Associations & Churchyards
Many cemeteries were originally church burial grounds, later expanded or managed by associations:
e Catholic Cemeteries: May be managed by parish or Erie Diocese Archives
¢ |OOF & Masonic Cemeteries: Sometimes separate from public cemeteries
e Defunct Churchyards: Often relocated or abandoned; older graves may be moved
e Contact local township offices or churches for:
o Sexton’s records
o Burial registers

o Church deed or plot books
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<" Cemetery Deeds & Burial Permits
Deeds
e Often held by:
o Cemetery associations
o Township offices
o County courthouse (Recorder of Deeds) for land records
e  May name purchaser, lot location, and heirs
3= Burial Permits
e More common after 1906 when vital registration began
e May be found in:
o Local funeral home records
o Municipal death registers

o Coroner’s records

B Mapping and Locating Cemeteries

¢ Jefferson County GIS Viewer
Some older cemeteries mapped as part of township parcel data.

e Historic Map Works — Jefferson County
1870s—1900s plat maps with cemetery notations.

e USGS GNIS
Search by “feature class: cemetery” for exact coordinates.

@3 Tip: Use satellite view to identify overgrown cemeteries not marked by signage.

waa Visual and Tombstone Image Resources

e PA Photos and Documents — Power Library
Search by township or cemetery name

e Historical Society Archives
May include early photographs, even of now-vanished headstones.

e D.A.R./ WPA Graves Surveys (1930s—1940s)
Some transcriptions done for Revolutionary or Civil War graves.
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&3 Research Tips
e Check multiple spellings/names — e.g., “Zion” vs. “Sion,” or alternate township listings.
e Look for family clusters in plot groupings.
e Search under maiden names, especially for women buried with parents.
e Use Find A Grave photo requests if you can't visit in person.
o If cemetery is no longer visible, check land records or church deeds for original site boundaries.
Newspapers & Obituaries — Jefferson County, Pennsylvania

Newspapers and obituaries are rich narrative sources for uncovering life events that may not appear in
official records, particularly in Jefferson County, PA, where local publications often reported detailed
social happenings, marriages, deaths, and legal matters.

e Historic Newspapers:
o Pennsylvania Newspaper Archive
o Chronicling America — Jefferson County
e Local Titles: The Brookville American, Punxsutawney Spirit
Historic Newspaper Collections (Online)
@, Free Access

¢ Pennsylvania Newspaper Archive
Digitized PA newspapers from the 1700s—2000s

o Browse by county = Jefferson

o Includes issues of The Punxsutawney Spirit, Brookville Republican, and others
e  Chronicling America — Library of Congress

o U.S. newspapers from 1789-1963

o Limited Jefferson County content, but searchable for regional context

e Google News Archive

o Some issues of The Brookville American and surrounding counties

" Subscription Sites

e Newspapers.com ($)

o lJefferson County titles include:
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= Punxsutawney Spirit (wide date range)
= Brookville Republican
= Reynoldsville Star
= Jeffersonian Democrat
o Clipping and OCR text search tools
e GenealogyBank (S)

o Obits and articles from smaller towns

Local Newspaper Titles (Select List)
Title Location Notes

The Punxsutawney Spirit Punxsutawney Long-running daily, excellent for obits and civic news

Brookville American Brookville 19th & 20th century; coverage of rural townships
Jeffersonian Democrat  Brookville Strong editorial/local news in the 1800s—1900s
Reynoldsville Star Reynoldsville Coal/mining communities coverage

The Courier Sykesville Early 1900s small-town weekly

The Jefferson Democrat Brookville Shorter-run title, mid-19th century

@3 Check multiple titles around an event — coverage often varied by newspaper alignment or editor.

@ Obituaries & Death Notices
@ Content You Might Find:
e Full obituaries (names, dates, survivors, pallbearers, churches)
e Funeral and burial notices
e "Card of Thanks" notices
e Probate notices and estate sales (useful when wills are missing)
B Published Abstracts
e  “Who, When and Where: Jefferson County, Pennsylvania” by Patricia Steele (1987)

o Abstracts from newspapers 1834-1889
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o  © FSlLibrary Catalog: 974.862 V2s v.2
e PA-Roots Obituary Transcriptions

o PA-Roots Jefferson County Obits
e FamilySearch Collections

o Pennsylvania Obituaries, 1977-2010

o PA Obituary and Marriage Collection, 1947-2010

&3 Research Tips

e Use OCR with care: Older papers may have poor scan quality — try alternative spellings or
keywords.

e Look for legal notices: Deceased estate filings, orphan’s court announcements, and land
transfers often published weekly.

e Trace through time: Obits might appear days or even weeks after death, especially in smaller
weeklies.

e Marriages & anniversaries: Widely reported with detailed family info, especially in The
Punxsutawney Spirit and Jeffersonian Democrat.

e Check “Personal Mention” columns: Early gossip-style notes often reveal visits, births, illnesses,
and moves.

© Pphysical Archives & Libraries with Newspaper Holdings
¢ Jefferson County Historical Society Archives
o Bound and microfilmed local newspaper volumes
o © Brookville, PA — jchconline.org
e  Punxsutawney Memorial Library
o Genealogy Room holds microfilm reels and newspaper clippings
¢ Pennsylvania State Library (Harrisburg)
o Major microfilm hub for Jefferson County newspapers
e State Archives of Pennsylvania

o May hold reels of small/defunct town papers
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City Directories

City directories, while limited in rural regions like much of Jefferson County, can still be valuable,
especially for towns like Punxsutawney, Brookville, and Reynoldsville, which were population centers
during the coal and lumber booms.

e Limited for rural areas, but some directories (especially for Punxsutawney) available via
o Historic City Directories on Ancestry (S)
(] Overview
City directories functioned like pre-telephone books, listing:
e Names of heads of household
e Occupations & employers
e Street addresses or towns
e Widowhood status (e.g., "Mary Smith, wid. John")
e Sometimes even ethnicity or church affiliation
e Business ads, maps, and civic info
In Jefferson County, directories mainly exist for:
e Punxsutawney (industrial and commercial hub)
e Brookville (county seat)
e Reynoldsville (coal town)

@ Rural residents often appear in directories published for “greater regions” like Clearfield, Indiana, or
Allegheny Counties if commuting or connected to businesses there.

i Where to Find Jefferson County Directories
*c Online Resources
Platform Availability

Ancestry.com — U.S. City

) A Includes scattered issues for Punxsutawney and Brookville
Directories, 1822-1995 (S)

MyHeritage — City Directories

Some overlapping coverage with Ancestry; searchable
Collection ($) PPing & y

Search for: “Punxsutawney Directory” or “Brookville City

Google Books ) ” .
Directory” — may turn up scanned editions
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Platform Availability

Internet Archive Search: “Jefferson County city directory” or by town
Library of Congress Digital Search town names; few Jefferson Co. directories digitized
Collections directly, but worth checking

Use to locate print copies in nearby libraries (search:

WorldCat “ . ”
Punxsutawney Directory”)

ui Offline Resources & Repositories

Jefferson County Historical Society (Brookville)

o May have original or microfilmed local directories

Punxsutawney Memorial Library

o Local business directories and vertical files

State Library of Pennsylvania (Harrisburg)

o Extensive city directory collection for counties across PA

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh

o Regional directories, including western PA towns with links to Jefferson Co.

7 Known Directories by Town (Sample)

Year Town Publisher / Notes

1898 Punxsutawney Contains names, occupations, coal companies
1905 Punxsutawney & Reynoldsville Includes business listings and maps

1916 Brookville Lists households and civic organizations
1920s—40s Punxsutawney Annual editions during peak population

1950 “Greater Punxsutawney Area” Suburban and rural household listings

@, Some directories covered multiple towns or townships — look for regional titles like “Clearfield &
Jefferson Counties” or “DuBois-Punxsutawney”.

&3 Research Tips
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Use directories to track people between censuses (especially helpful with missing 1890 Census).
Search for widows, apprentices, or boarders — listed under surname.

Map family or community migration patterns over time.

Check business advertisements — owners often had prominent local roles.

Reverse lookup by street address — identify who lived at a known location.

School and Education Records

School and education records can provide rare biographical and community-level details, especially in
counties like Jefferson, where public education developed alongside coal, timber, and rural agricultural
expansion.

School Registers & Histories: Often held by the Jefferson County Historical Society or local
school districts.

School & Education Records - Jefferson County, Pennsylvania

Types of School Records

School records can offer surprising genealogical value:

Student Registers & Attendance Books
Names, ages, guardians, attendance, and sometimes grades.

Teacher Registers
Includes teacher names, salaries, certification info.

Alumni Lists & Yearbooks
Often include class photos, sports rosters, nicknames, and honors.

District Meeting Minutes
Naming board members, teachers hired/fired, building decisions, tax rates.

School Census Lists
Children of school age within each district, usually by household.

Photographs
Class photos and one-room schoolhouse documentation.

=> Jefferson County School History

First schools: Established early 1800s (e.g., 1806 in Brookuville).

Common School Law of 1834: Prompted formal school districts and recordkeeping across the
county.

Angie Shumway | angie.shumway.lineage@gmail.com | 26 October 202552




¢ Hundreds of one-room schoolhouses: Especially in rural townships like Pine Creek, Warsaw, and
Union.

e Consolidation began mid-20th century, forming larger districts such as:
o Brookville Area School District
o Punxsutawney Area School District

o DuBois Area SD (includes some Jefferson Co. students)

“~ Where to Find School Records
© Local Repositories

e Jefferson County Historical Society

o Holds one-room school registers, teacher contracts, school board minutes
o Photograph collections of early schoolhouses and students
e  Punxsutawney Memorial Library
o Yearbooks, alumni publications, and public school info
¢ Individual School District Offices
o May retain modern or limited historical records
o Best to call local superintendents or archivists directly
e Township & Borough Offices

o May have records from defunct or merged local school boards

2y Online & Microfilm Resources

e FamilySearch Library Catalog
Search: "Jefferson County school”, "education", or by township

o Sample listings:
= School register, Brady Township, 1887-1892
= School census, McCalmont Twp.
¢ Ancestry & MyHeritage
o Occasionally include school census lists or yearbooks for PA towns

e PA Photos & Documents — Power Library
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III

o Search “school” + “Jefferson County”
o Includes digitized school histories, reunion booklets, and local photos
e Internet Archive & Google Books

o May have digitized centennial school reports or commemorative histories

wa Yearbooks and Alumni Publications
e Rare before the 1920s, but growing in towns like Punxsutawney, Brookville, and Reynoldsville
e Some local Facebook groups have posted scans of:
o Punxsutawney Area High School yearbooks
o Brookville High School class photos

o Class reunion rosters and newsletters

@) Search Facebook, Classmates.com, or high school alumni pages

&3 Research Tips
e Use school census records to locate children whose families don’t appear in tax lists.
e Track teacher ancestors through certification records or hiring notices in school board minutes.
e Don’t overlook school photographs — often labeled with names on the reverse in local archives.

e Use yearbooks for full names, nicknames, clubs, and honors not found elsewhere.

Photograph Collections

Photograph Collections section for Jefferson County, Pennsylvania. Historical photographs are more than
visuals — they can reveal landmarks, neighborhoods, ancestral homes, schools, occupations, and even
extended family members.

o Jefferson County Historical Society Archives
¢ PA Photos and Documents (via Power Library)
o Search by town or county name.
Photograph Collections — Jefferson County, Pennsylvania

© Local Repositories & Archives

Angie Shumway | angie.shumway.lineage@gmail.com | 26 October 2025|54




o Jefferson County Historical Society Archives
& Brookville, PA

o Extensive collection of:
= 19th-20th century family portraits
= Studio photography
= (Class photos, fraternal groups, Civil War reunions
= Historic buildings & streetscapes
o Photograph identification program: Visitors may help label unidentified photos
e Punxsutawney Area Historical & Genealogical Society (limited web presence)
o Focused on Punxsutawney and nearby communities

o May hold family and town-specific images from the coal boom years

™ Digital & Online Collections
e PA Photos and Documents — Power Library

” u

o Browse by town name, subject (“school,” “fire,” “military,” etc.)
o Some participating institutions with Jefferson County material:
= Brookville Area Public Library
=  Punxsutawney Memorial Library
=  State Library of Pennsylvania
e Historic Pittsburgh Image Collections
o Includes photos and maps for areas bordering Jefferson County

e Pennsylvania State Archives — Visual Collections

o Photographic negatives, Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) camps, and WPA projects in
the county

¢ Digital Public Library of America (DPLA)
o Aggregates collections from libraries and museums across the country
o Search: “Jefferson County Pennsylvania” + keyword (e.g., "mine", "school", "church")

¢ Internet Archive

o Digitized centennial books, local histories with embedded photos
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2y Published Photo Books & Local History Volumes
e Jefferson County (Arcadia Publishing — Images of America series)
o Covers historic photographs of industry, main streets, and pioneer families
o May be available at local libraries or on Amazon

e Punxsutawney: A Photographic History — often found in library genealogy rooms

xen Genealogical Use of Photographs
¢ Identify ancestral homes or neighborhoods before modern development
o Compare then-and-now street scenes using GIS tools and older maps
e Link photographs to school registers or military service (e.g., uniform clues)

e Examine background details: store signs, vehicles, and people in group settings

&3 Research Tips

e Check Facebook groups like “Jefferson County PA History” — members frequently share family
albums and class photos

e Use local newspaper archives for published photos of:
o Sports teams
o Graduating classes
o Accidents, parades, and construction projects

e Reverse-search names: Find others in the same photo (siblings, classmates, neighbors)

ui Repositories and Archives — Jefferson County, Pennsylvania
4> Local Repositories
Jefferson County Courthouse
. © 200 Main Street, Brookville, PA 15825
o R, (814) 849-1600
) Jefferson County Government

¢ Holds Official Records:
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o Deeds (Recorder of Deeds)

o Wills & Estates (Register of Wills / Orphans’ Court)
o Court Records (Prothonotary’s Office)

o Marriage licenses

o Divorce records

e Tip: Always call ahead for access policies, especially for older records or in-person visits.

Jefferson County Historical Society & History Center
. © 172-176 Main Street, Brookville, PA 15825

R, (814) 849-0077

@] jchc@windstream.net

. Website

Key Holdings:
o Manuscript collections, family files, and photograph archives
o Transcriptions of church, school, and cemetery records
o Local yearbooks, directories, maps, and vertical files
o One-room school records and mining documents

e Genealogical Help: Offers research assistance (fees may apply)

Punxsutawney Area Historical and Genealogical Society
e © 200w Mahoning St, Punxsutawney, PA 15767

t. (814) 938-2555

@1 pahgs@outlook.com

Collections:

o Local family histories and photographs
o Coal mining community files

o Church and school documentation for the Punxsutawney area

Library onsite: Good for surname queries, obits, and local history books
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&3 Regional & State-Level Archives
Pennsylvania State Archives
e © 1681 N Sixth Street, Harrisburg, PA
o PHMC Archives
e Vital for County Gaps:
o Colonial land grants, militia rolls, tax lists, and church petitions
o Records of the General Assembly
o Military service and bounty land records
o Digitized indexes to land warrants and surveys

e Online Access: Selected indexes via PA State Digital Collections

State Library of Pennsylvania
e  © 607 South Dr, Harrisburg, PA
. State Library
¢ Holdings:
o Historic maps and atlases of Jefferson County
o County histories, family genealogies, and directories

o Obituary and newspaper clipping files

Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society (WPGS)
e © Located within Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
. WPGS
e Focuses on counties in Western PA, including Jefferson
¢ Resources:
o Church transcriptions
o Cemetery indexes

o WPA Records
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o Guidebooks on deed and probate research

= FamilySearch Centers & Affiliate Libraries
e Brookville PA FamilySearch Center
o Access to digitized records not available from home
o Calllocal LDS church for hours
¢ Indiana PA FamilySearch Center (regional access)
e Power Library (PA’s Digital Access Hub)
o PA Photos and Documents

o Search by county or town to access digitized local records, school booklets, photos

o\
DA

Research Tips
e Start local: County-level records (e.g., land, probate, vital) are best accessed in Brookville.

¢ Email ahead: Many small societies or courthouses have limited staff or appointment-only
research rooms.

¢ Don’t overlook vertical files: These may hold surname folders, clippings, or hand-compiled
local genealogies.

e Use state archives when:
o County-level records are missing
o You need military service, early land petitions, or colonial documents
Repositories and Archives
o Jefferson County Courthouse
o Location: 200 Main St, Brookville, PA
o Website: Jefferson County Government
o Jefferson County Historical Society
o Location: 172-176 Main St, Brookville, PA
o Website: https://jchconline.org
o Offers: Manuscripts, surname files, photographs, church & cemetery records

¢ Pennsylvania State Archives
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o Website: https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives

Online Resources — Jefferson County, Pennsylvania

5 Core Genealogy Platforms
¢ FamilySearch - Jefferson County Resources
o Indexed and unindexed records including:
= Births, marriages, deaths
=  Probate, deeds, tax, and church records
= Digitized land indexes and deed books (1818-1910)
e Ancestry.com — Pennsylvania Collections ($)
o Includes:
= U.S. Federal Census (1790-1950)
= PA Death Certificates (1906-1972)
= Church records, city directories, tax lists
= Military and naturalization records for Jefferson County
e USGenWeb Jefferson County, PA
o Volunteer-driven content:
= Cemetery transcriptions
= Early census abstracts
= Obituaries and biographies
= Township histories and maps
e PA GenWeb Archives — Jefferson County
o Scanned historical documents

o Court records, marriage data, wills, and cemetery records

A Digital Archives & Document Libraries
e Power Library — PA Photos & Documents
o Local yearbooks, school photos, municipal records

o Search for “Jefferson County” or individual towns (Brookville, Punxsutawney)
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¢ Internet Archive — Jefferson County Titles
o Local history books, centennial publications, and directories
o Examples:
= History of Jefferson County (1888, Kate Scott)
= Jefferson County, Her Pioneers and People (1917)
e HathiTrust Digital Library
o Scanned Pennsylvania state documents and local histories
o Many titles not available elsewhere
e  Chronicling America - Library of Congress
o Search Jefferson County newspapers (e.g., Punxsutawney Spirit)
o Dates typically range from 1880s—1920s
¢ Pennsylvania Newspaper Archive

o Free, searchable archive of statewide newspapers including some from Jefferson County

&3 Cemetery & Tombstone Projects
e Find A Grave — Jefferson County
e BillionGraves — Jefferson County
e PA Gravestones — Jefferson County

e Interment.net — Jefferson County

e USGenWeb Tombstone Project — Jefferson Co.

© Land, Maps & Plat Tools
e Historic Map Works — Jefferson County, PA ($)
e David Rumsey Map Collection
o Searchable maps by township or region (1800s—early 1900s)
e Atlas of Historical County Boundaries (Newberry Library)

o Visualizes Jefferson County’s evolution since 1804

ren Visual & Photograph Archives
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o Jefferson County Historical Society

o Online catalog and contact for photograph inquiries
e Digital Public Library of America (DPLA)

o Aggregated images and documents related to Jefferson County towns

] Directories & Yearbooks
e Ancestry — U.S. City Directories, 1822—-1995 (S)
e MyHeritage — City Directories Collection ($)
e Google Books and HathiTrust

o Search for: “Brookville Directory” or “Punxsutawney Yearbook”

&3 Research Strategies
e Combine USGenWeb cemetery lists with Find A Grave photos for full burial documentation.
e Use Power Library documents for school and civic data that fills gaps in census years.

e Search Ancestry + FamilySearch together — they index many of the same records but access
varies.

e Use historic maps and plat atlases to locate ancestral land and correlate with land deeds.

Local Genealogical and Historical Societies

These organizations are often the best sources for hard-to-find materials like family files, unpublished
manuscripts, local photos, and expert guidance on township-level records.

o Jefferson County Historical Society
o https://jchconline.org
o Offers: Research assistance, museum, photo archives, transcribed records
e Punxsutawney Historical and Genealogical Society
ui Local Genealogical and Historical Societies — Jefferson County, PA
© Jefferson County Historical Society & History Center
e Location: 172—-176 Main Street, Brookville, PA 15825

e Phone: (814) 849-0077
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Email: jchc@windstream.net

Website: https://jchconline.org

Facebook: @JeffersonCountyHistoryCenter

Research Services Offered:

o

O

@)

(e}

o

Cemetery transcriptions

Church and school records

Family vertical files and donated genealogies
Manuscript collections, maps, and yearbooks

Photograph identification assistance

On-site Archives: Open to researchers by appointment (inquire in advance)

Also houses the Jefferson County History Center Museum — includes coal mining, industry, and
immigrant settlement exhibits.

© punxsutawney Area Historical and Genealogical Society

Location: 400 West Mahoning Street, Punxsutawney, PA 15767

Phone: (814) 938-2555

Email: pahgs@outlook.com

Facebook: @PunxsutawneyAreaHGS

What They Offer:

O

(e}

o

O

@)

Cemetery and obituary files specific to the Punxsutawney area
Coal patch town history materials

Local high school yearbooks

Family genealogies and surname files

Historical photograph collection

May hold records from churches or schools that no longer exist

Open limited hours — check their page or call for current schedule

© Area Museums and Historical Groups

While not focused solely on genealogy, these institutions often hold unique collections:
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» Brockway Historical Society
e Address: 765 Park Street, Brockway, PA 15824
e Phone: (814) 265-8519
e Email: info@brockwayhistory.org

e Website: brockwayhistory.org

e Maintains local history exhibits, family histories, and Brockway High School memorabilia.
» Reynoldsville Historical Society (developing archives)

e Often participates in local preservation and oral history projects. Check local community groups
and libraries for updates.

@& Tips for Working with Local Societies
e Search their indexes before visiting — many publish online finding aids or summaries.
e Contact ahead — Many societies are volunteer-run and may require appointments.
e Bring family group sheets — This helps volunteers assist you more efficiently.

e Donate research — If you’ve compiled work on Jefferson County families, consider sharing it
with the society.

Libraries and Museums

Libraries and Museums are research-friendly repositories and special collections in Jefferson County,
Pennsylvania. These locations often hold local yearbooks, newspapers, rare books, and manuscript
collections not found online.

e  Punxsutawney Memorial Library
o Website: https://punxsutawneylibrary.org
o Genealogy room and local history collection
e Jefferson County History Center (Museum)
o Located within the Historical Society complex in Brookville
Lk Libraries and Museums — Jefferson County, Pennsylvania
(| Punxsutawney Memorial Library

. punxsutawneylibrary.org
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. © 301E Mahoning St, Punxsutawney, PA 15767
o %, (814)938-5020
¢ Genealogy Room:
o Local family histories and surname files
o Cemetery indexes for nearby towns
o Obituary files and newspaper clipping archives
o School yearbooks and graduation programs

e Tip: Ask staff about their microfilm holdings of the Punxsutawney Spirit and other local papers.

n Jefferson County History Center (Museum)

. © 172-176 Main Street, Brookville, PA 15825

e B Located within the Jefferson County Historical Society

) ichconline.org

e Museum Collections:
o Permanent exhibits on Native peoples, early settlers, and industry
o Coal mining, railroads, and ethnic communities
o Local medical, educational, and photographic history

e Archival Access:
o Family files, original documents, early maps

o Church and school histories tied to museum exhibits

B Reynoldsville Public Library
e © 460 E Main St, Reynoldsville, PA 15851
o Y, (814)653-9471

e Reynoldsville Library Facebook Page

e Small collection of local family files and school materials

e Serves as a local research center for that section of the county
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Ik Brockway Area Library & Brockway Historical Museum
e © 100 Alexander St, Brockway, PA 15824
o <t (814)265-8245
e Library: Small collection of local genealogy books and town histories
e Museum (maintained by Brockway Historical Society):
o Brockway area family artifacts and coal-era memorabilia
o Local industry and military service collections

o Contact: brockwayhistory.org

ui Other Resources to Note
e Jefferson County Law Library
o Located in the courthouse (Brookville)
o May assist with old legal references, deeds, or court rulebooks
o Good for understanding legal terms in old probate/court documents
o Jefferson County School District Archives
o Inquire with individual school districts for access to:
= Old class rosters
= Commencement programs

= Alumni reunion materials

@ Research Tips
¢ Inquire about yearbooks — often stored in back rooms or attics, not on open shelves.

e Ask for vertical files — many libraries maintain surname files or clipping folders by local
volunteers.

e Photocopy policies — Most locations will allow limited scanning or copying; bring small bills or a
flash drive.

e Contact librarians directly — They often know about collections not listed on the website.
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Specialized Resources
e Coal Mining Communities: Local histories and maps available through the PA State Archives

e Ethnic Groups: Significant German and Eastern European populations—check church records
and naturalizations.

Specialized Resources (e.g., coal mining, religious communities, ethnic research)
24 Coal Mining & Industrial Communities

Jefferson County was shaped by extractive industries—especially coal, iron, and timber. Many of its
ghost towns and smaller boroughs (like Eleanora, Wishaw, and Kramer) were built around company-
owned coal mines and coke ovens.

e Common Professions (1850s—1920s):
o Coal miners
o Blacksmiths
o Teamsters (transporting coal/lumber)
o Tanners and sawmill workers
e Resources:
o B History of Jefferson County, PA by Kate Scott (1888)
o M Jefferson County, Her Pioneers and People (1917) by W.J. McKnight
o = PA State Archives: Coal Miner Records (Anthracite & Bituminous)

o @ Jefferson County Historical Society: Company town maps, mining photos, oral
histories

@ Ethnic Communities

Jefferson County saw waves of immigration in the 1800s—early 1900s, especially to work in mines and
industry. Many churches and ethnic lodges preserved community identity.

DE German
e One of the earliest and largest groups (settled by 1830s)
e Many joined Lutheran or German Reformed congregations
e Check:
o Zion Lutheran and St. John's Lutheran records (Perry & McCalmont Townships)

o Historic PA Church Records — Ancestry (S)
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PL Polish & sk Slovak
e Settled in mining towns like Wishaw, Sykesville, and Punxsutawney
e Predominantly Roman Catholic or Byzantine Catholic
e Churches:
o Sts. Peter and Paul Byzantine Catholic (Young Twp.)
o St. Tobias Catholic Church (Snyder Twp.)
e Records often in Latin or Cyrillic; some kept duplicate English registers
IT Italian
e Smaller group in Punxsutawney and Brockway
¢ Involved in mining, railroads, and stone masonry

e Found in Catholic parish rolls and naturalization records

IE Irish
e Settled earliest in Brookville and Ringgold Township
e Tended to be Catholic or Methodist
e Seenin 1850-1870 census & early labor rosters

£ Jewish (Smaller Presence)

e Limited evidence, but may appear in Punxsutawney directories or merchant records

2. Religious Communities
e Denominations Present:
o Lutheran (German Evangelical)

o Presbyterian (Scots-Irish)

0]

Methodist (especially rural)
o Roman Catholic (Irish, Polish, Italian)
o Greek or Byzantine Catholic (Slavic)
o Reformed & United Brethren

e Record Repositories:

o Ancestry — PA Historic Church Records (S)
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o FamilySearch — Church Registers

o Local church archives (many small rural churches closed or merged — contact historical
society)

@3 Fraternal Organizations & Social Networks
e Common Societies:
o Knights of Pythias
o Sons of ltaly
o 1.0.0.F. (Odd Fellows)
o United Mine Workers of America
o GAR (Civil War veterans)
o Local fire companies (key for community events and rosters)
e Records Often Found In:
o Local newspaper society pages
o Funeral home cards
o County courthouse archives (deed transfers from fraternal halls)

o Obituaries: often mention lodge membership

‘& Coal, Coke, & Natural Gas Industries

Coal was king in Jefferson County from the mid-1800s to the 1930s, but it was joined by steel and
natural gas extraction by the early 20th century.

‘\, Coal & Coke
e Found primarily in Young, Winslow, and McCalmont Townships
e Patch towns: Eleanora, Walston, Wishaw, Kramer, Ramsaytown

e Many residents were company-employed; company store ledgers, pay stubs, and scrip survive
in private collections

e Resources:

o PA State Archives — Coal Miner Records

o Local oral histories via the Jefferson County Historical Society
Natural Gas

o Jefferson County became a natural gas producer as early as the 1880s
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e Gas wells dotted areas like Knox Township and were often located near coal seams
e Boomtowns emerged briefly around early wells
e Records:

o Pennsylvania Geological Survey reports

o Deed books: Look for mineral rights leases

o Taxrolls may list gas well income or land use changes (Recorder of Deeds)

i, Steel & Foundries
¢ Ellmont (formerly Blue Rock) was an early industrial site with a steel rolling mill
o The town was abandoned after the mill burned down

¢ Brookville and Reynoldsville had iron foundries and machine works producing tools, stove parts,
and components for railroads and mining

e Smaller operations provided seasonal or itinerant employment—tracked via labor union
minutes and business directories

%3 Railroads
The expansion of railroads was critical to Jefferson County's development:
¢ Low Grade Railroad (constructed by the Allegheny Valley Railroad Co., late 1800s):
o Ran from Red Bank to DuBois
o Served coal towns: Brockway, Punxsutawney, Reynoldsville, and others
o Transported both freight and passengers
¢ Buffalo, Rochester and Pittsburgh Railway (BR&P):
o Connected to New York markets
o Carried coke and coal from Walston and Eleanora mines
¢ Pennsylvania Railroad Lines:
o Short lines and spurs into rural areas (e.g., Timblin, Sykesville)
o Many settlements existed only because of these rail links

Research Sources:

o W History of the Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburgh Railway (local libraries or Archive.org)
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e 7 Railroad employee timetables, accident reports, and rosters (check National Archives)
) Newspaper articles about depot openings, wrecks, and labor strikes

e e Historical railway maps from the David Rumsey Map Collection

& Labor Movements & Company Life

e Union activity (e.g., United Mine Workers, railroad brotherhoods) left traces in court records
and local papers

e Company housing and stores controlled much of worker life — try locating company scrip,
ledger books, and employee lists

e Fraternal groups often aligned with occupation (e.g., Order of Railroad Conductors)

«# Tip: Occupation Clues in Records

Look for employment references in:
o Death certificates (occupation and employer sometimes noted)
e Draft registration cards (WWI/WWII1): Often list employer and work address
e Obituaries: May mention mine, mill, or railroad affiliation

e Photographs: Uniforms, tools, or backgrounds sometimes reveal industrial connections

«# Social History Research Tips

¢ Look beyond birth/death: Use mining rosters, parish bulletins, lodge directories, and school
reunion lists to rebuild lives.

¢ Pay attention to language: Slavic and German families often had church records in native
language before 1920.

e Map ethnic churches: These define boundaries of immigrant enclaves and where records were
kept.

e Read local histories: Many family biographies in 1880s—1910s books offer clues not found in
official documents.
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Research Tips and Strategies

e Start with Local Histories: Such as History of Jefferson County, PA (Kate M. Scott, 1888 — available
online).

e Track Township Changes: Many early residents are listed by township, not town name.
e Court Records Are Crucial: Especially for 1800s property and naturalization documentation.
e Use Cemetery Clues: Tombstones often list places of origin in Europe.

e Be Patient with Gaps: Not all records survived; supplement with church or land records.

B Maps & Plat Research
Historical Atlases & County Maps

These show property ownership, town names, roads, churches, and even schools — extremely useful for
pinpointing ancestral land.

e [_| Caldwell’s lllustrated Historical Atlas of Jefferson County (1878)
o Includes property owner names, land parcels, and township maps.
o Access online via:

= USGenWeb Archives — 1878 Atlas Scans

= Penn State Digital Map Library

e [ Walling’s Map (1865-1872)
o Covers Jefferson, Clarion, Indiana, and Armstrong counties.
o Shows early landowners, mills, and roads.
o View at David Rumsey Map Collection
Land Ownership Maps
e Often pre-date the 1900s and show lot boundaries and owner names.
e Try:
o Historic Map Works — Jefferson County

o Library of Congress — Pennsylvania Land Ownership Maps

Survey Maps & Original Land Grants
To locate original land patents or warrant tracts:

e Visit the PA State Archives Land Records Portal:
Land Records — PHMC
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o Key record types:
o Warrant Registers (who first claimed the land)
o Survey Books (legal land measurements)

o Patent Indexes (official title transfer from state to individual)

Modern GIS & Parcel Tools
e Use current maps to locate old family farms or towns:
o @ Jefferson County GIS Viewer
= Search parcels by address or township.
= Overlay topography, roads, and features.

Tip: Use deed metes and bounds (e.g., “beginning at a hickory tree...”) alongside GIS tools to recreate
historic property boundaries.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps
e Detailed urban maps showing building structures, businesses, and even property materials.
e Limited availability for Jefferson County, but you may find maps for:
o Punxsutawney
o Reynoldsville
Access via:
e Library of Congress — Sanborn Maps

e Penn State Digital Sanborn Collection

= Tips for Using Plat & Map Resources
¢ Match family names from deeds with map parcels for land location.

e Compare maps across decades to track growth, disappearance, or renaming of towns (e.g.,
Kramer - Stump Creek).

e Use church or cemetery locations from maps to guide burial or church record searches.

e Be aware that modern roads or township lines may differ from 19th-century maps — overlaying
old maps in Google Earth or GIS viewers is often helpful.
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*> Research Tips and Strategies — Jefferson County, PA

@ 1. Understand Township vs. Town Naming

e Many early records are organized by township, not town — especially before incorporation of
boroughs.

¢ Towns may have changed names (e.g., Fredericksburg - Sprankle Mills) or vanished entirely
(e.g., Eleanora, Blue Rock).

e Use historical maps and gazetteers to correlate place names across time.

@, Tip: Use the Atlas of Historical County Boundaries — Newberry Library to see changes over time.

2. Track Record Gaps with Substitutes
e Missing 1890 census? Use:
o Taxlists
o School rosters
o City directories
o Church records
o Newspapers and obituaries
¢ No birth/death certificate? Look for:
o Church registers
o Cemetery inscriptions
o Family Bible records

o Local newspaper notices

Peo)
w

. Dig Into Church & Ethnic Communities

¢ Many immigrant families (German, Slovak, Polish, Irish) left better records in church registers
than civil sources.

¢ Identify the denomination by surname, neighborhood, or ethnic background.
e Look for:

o Baptisms, confirmations
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o Marriages, funerals

o Parish membership rosters

© Tip: Jefferson County had Byzantine Catholic, Lutheran, and Reformed churches specific to immigrant
enclaves.

4. Explore Unindexed or Offline Repositories
¢ Not all resources are online. Local libraries, museums, and historical societies hold:
o School registers
o Funeral home records
o Obituaries in clipping files
o Local business records

o Photographs and family files

&1 Visit or call: Jefferson County Historical Society or the Punxsutawney Memorial Library for guidance.

5. Don’t Overlook Local Lore

e Oral histories and family traditions can lead to:
o Lost towns or renamed places
o Unmarked cemeteries

o Ethnic or occupational organizations

@) Tip: Look for clues in sources like the “ghost towns” lists, WPA narratives, and mining community
histories.

6. Build with Layers of Evidence

No single record may give you all the answers. Use a combination of:
e Census - Land - Probate - Cemetery - Church - Newspaper
e Build family and neighbor clusters

e Track migration: Jefferson County was often a first stop before moving west

. 7. Prepare for Challenges
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o Names were misspelled or Anglicized — search with spelling variants.
e Boundary lines shifted, especially township borders.
¢ Records may be misfiled — especially naturalization papers and early deeds.

&) Try wildcard searches (e.g., Spran* for Sprankle) and browse full index pages if your target isn’t
turning up.

Final Encouragement

Genealogy in Jefferson County is deeply rewarding. From the coal towns to the rolling farm
communities, every township has a story—and likely a document—to tell. Let the land records, church
registers, tombstones, and town maps speak for your ancestors.

Keep digging — and trust the process.

&7 History here isn’t just preserved — it’s waiting to be rediscovered.

Ik Advanced or Supplementary Research Topics

This section offers tools for going beyond the basics. Whether you’re tackling brick walls, tracing elusive
ancestors, or filling in rich contextual history, the following categories and sources will help you dig
deeper.

= Orphans, Poorhouse & Institutional Records

Why it matters: Indigent residents, orphans, and individuals with disabilities often passed through
county care or guardianship systems.

Key Resources:
o Jefferson County Orphans’ Court — Guardianship petitions, indenture agreements.

e PA State Archives — Almshouse Records
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives

e  WPA Social Welfare Survey Files (1930s) — Found in some state-level manuscript collections.

e FamilySearch Catalog — Search “poorhouse,” “guardianship,” or “Orphans’ Court” under
Jefferson County.

=* Manuscript Collections & Donated Family Papers

Why it matters: Family bibles, letters, store ledgers, and diaries often survived outside public archives.
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Key Repositories:

o Jefferson County Historical Society Manuscript Collections
https://jchconline.org

e State Library of Pennsylvania — Rare & Local Collections
https://www.statelibrary.pa.gov

¢ Indiana University of Pennsylvania Archives — Local family papers and labor history
https://www.iup.edu/archives

e ArchiveGrid (OCLC) — Search: Jefferson County PA + surname/topic
https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/

& Voting Records & Political Lists
Why it matters: May substitute for missing censuses or track men eligible for military service.
Where to look:

e PA Voter Registers (1867—1900) — Available through Ancestry.com ($)

e County Election Returns — Found in court dockets, local newspapers, or courthouse minute
books.

¢ Poll Books — Check with the Jefferson County Historical Society or State Archives.

@ Migration & Border Crossing Records

Why it matters: Jefferson County families often migrated west or had cross-border ties (especially to
Canada).

Research Avenues:

e U.S.-Canada Border Crossings, 1895-1960
Ancestry.com and FamilySearch

e Outmigration Clues in county estate files and land sales

e Obituaries often name relatives in distant cities/states

4 Genetic & DNA Clustering

Why it matters: DNA results can be interpreted through Jefferson County’s tight ethnic and religious
communities.

Use these tools:
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e DNA Painter and Leeds Method — For clustering matches by surname/place

e Locality Guide cross-referencing — Use this guide to localize matches by church, cemetery, or
township

¢ GEDmatch or MyHeritage DNA — Many Pennsylvania researchers use these platforms for Eastern
European ancestry

Licenses, Permits & Petitions
Often overlooked documents include:

e Tavern & Inn Licenses — Available in Quarter Sessions or Orphans’ Court files

¢ Mill or Dam Petitions — May appear in Common Pleas records (Recorder’s Office)

e Estray Notices (Lost Livestock) — Published in newspapers or filed with county clerk
Where to look:

e Jefferson County Prothonotary & Clerk of Courts

e PA-Roots Jefferson Archives — Legal Notices
http://www.pa-roots.org

s Labor & Fraternal Organization Records
Why it matters: Fraternal orders and unions filled the role of insurance, community, and even burial.
Organizations in Jefferson County:
e United Mine Workers of America (UMWA)
e Order of Railroad Conductors
e Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Columbus
Sources:
e University labor archives — https://libcom.org/history or Temple University Special Collections

e Historical newspapers — For lodge meeting notices and obits with fraternal emblems

E] School Alumni & Teacher Institute Records
Specialized Sources:
¢ Normal School/Teacher Training Rosters

o Check with the Jefferson County Historical Society or Indiana University of Pennsylvania
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e School Board Minutes & Registers

o Available locally or on microfilm at the PA State Archives

2 Medical History & Epidemics
Why it matters: Disease outbreaks (e.g., 1918 flu, typhoid) caused major local mortality spikes.
Where to find clues:
e Death Registers (1893-1906) — Jefferson County Orphans' Court
¢ Hospital Admission Records — Contact former local hospitals or county health board

¢ Newspapers — Excellent source for epidemics, quarantines, or mortality waves
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